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1. The climate crisis is an urgent threat to humanity. Scientists agree we have only 10 years to 
save our planet. If elected, would you champion this effort? If so, how? 

While I am do not agree with the idea we have only 10 years to save our planet, I do agree 

in working to reduce waste, use renewal energy and lower the use of energy from non-

renewable sources.  People do not realize how much money can be saved for taxpayers 

when common sense practices are applied to the use of renewable energy.  In Brooklyn 

Park, we built, in partnership with private investors, the largest collection of solar arrays 

on public land in the State of Minnesota.  These solar energy panels will not only allow the 

City of Brooklyn Park to use renewable energy & lower our carbon footprint, but allow 

same taxpayers money through the use of energy credits to offset our energy usage by the 

city.   

 

2. Hennepin County has declared that racism is a public health issue. How would you work to 
dismantle systemic racism and close the gaps in wealth, health, mobility/access, education and 
employment.  

We need to focus on the root cause of the issues, as to truly make changes we need to 

examine see how systemic racism and loss of opportunity builds over time.  We see the 

cumulative effects of these problems, but are not recognizing how the step by step impact of 

these challenges add to the disparities and the gaps we recognize now.  Through my work 

with Cities United and My Brothers Keeper, we have been focusing on these key moments 

and how a different outcome at each step will have dramatic effects.  Also, as Mayor, I have 

been involved with the partnership between Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Center, Hennepin 

County, 4 school districts and two colleges, where we have focused on these key moments as 

a way to change the narrative (known as the Brooklyn Bridge Alliance).  I will bring this 

experience and knowledge to focus as a member of the Board of Commissions for Hennepin 

County.     
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3. How would you advance sustainable transportation; i.e.., invest in buses, light rail, and transit-
oriented development; complete streets, expand pedestrian and bike safety and access; E.V. 
charging infrastructure, electric busses and transition to an all-electric county fleet? 

I am one of the leading proponents of a transit system that works to provide affordable 

transportation to all and recognize we can do better to provide transportation for east/west 

transit systems.  I led the founding of the Blue Line Now Coalition, which represent the 

shared goal of the cities along the proposed Blue LRT.  I have testified in front of the FTA 

as well as lobbied in Washington DC and St Paul for transit dollars to supports LRT and 

BRT lines through the entire metro.  As well, I have supported and voted to allocate money 

to the development of bike/pedestrian trail system that connects all of our communities to 

the different city centers and parks throughout Hennepin County.     

4.  What is Hennepin County’s role in increasing access to energy efficient, affordable housing 
with universal design and good transit access given both current homelessness and our rapidly 
growing senior population. 

As part of our effort to develop the Blue LRT corridor, we have spent a significant amount 

of time in the planning and development of zoning changes to support the affordable 

housing along the rail line.  We know from history, the rail lines do lead to increased 

property values, often pricing out those who need access to affordable housing.  In 

Brooklyn Park, we saved 900 units of affordable apartments from going to a for-profit 

owner who would have likely turned the units into non-affordable units as part of their 

investment.  We worked for over a year to structure a deal with Aeon to save those 

apartments.  Recently I voted to invest money in affordable housing for Senior and 

partnering with the community to provide housing for people experiencing mental health 

issues.     

5. What is Hennepin County’s role in protecting and preserving our natural resources and open 
space? 

The County needs to do a better job of introducing youth and our different communities to 

nature including our park district.  We cannot put nature behind glass walls where people 

look at it, but don’t experience it.  You cannot create the future stewards of the 

environment by not allowing youth to experience nature through immersion.  It has been 

my pleasure the Mississippi River area of Brooklyn Park for 14 years, for which I worked 

hard to create partnerships with non-profits, school and other agencies to celebrate nature 

by creating opportunities for all to immerse themselves in it.     

6.  Solid Waste management - How can we move toward a zero waste future so that we can 
accelerate closing down - Hennepin County’s trash burner, in Minneapolis’ North Loop without 
adding to landfills. 

One of the most important considerations regarding landfills is creating public awareness 

that landfills are finite resources, and landfills cost taxpayers real money.  Most people are 

not aware of the entire system of trash collection from production of waste to one’s cans to 

trash pick to eventual land fill destinations.  We need to change that knowledge, and then 



prepare options for the residents and businesses to consider as we face the realities of the 

future of trash collection.  As Mayor we have run multiple information campaigns to help 

businesses understand they can save money by recycling as the tax on trash was 

significantly more than the tax on recycling.  I will bring to this position an ability to help 

people understand saving the environment has a cost benefit for them when they consider 

the entire spectrum of the issue in front of us.     

7. Do you envision opportunities for Hennepin County and cities & communities to collaborate to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions while increasing green jobs and local resilience?  Please 
explain. 

Yes, by working with job providers and unions, we can create job and business industry 

which is sustainable for everyone.  The green industry is growing, and there is no reason 

Minnesota and Hennepin County cannot be leaders in creating well-paying jobs and a 

potential business incubator for companies looking to establish themselves.  To establish 

these business centers, we need to create a model that support both small and large 

businesses, as well empower our diverse communities through grants, business support and 

most importantly partnerships with our college systems.  It will take focus and experience, 

including real business experience in job creation and business development.  As Mayor, 

my city of Brooklyn Park has led the way in Hennepin County for job creation and 

business development.    

8. What are ways that Hennepin County can collaborate with cities and other jurisdictions to 
prepare our infrastructure and urban forests for our changing climate, including - bigger rain 
events, rising temperatures, freeze/thaw/ice, invasive pests, etc.  One teaspoon of chloride 
permanently pollutes five gallons of water. Would you push Hennepin County to reduce the use 
of salt in winter maintenance? 

To reduce salt, we need to lead by example and create sustainable partnerships built on 

education, awareness and purposeful actions.  We need to change our policies for the use of 

salt, and lessen the times when salt is used on our roads.  It is these road policies that 

determine when salt is used, and this is where the changes would need to occur.  For true 

partnerships, we need to create a win-win scenario with cities, not a small carrot-big stick 

approach.  Forcing the cities to do things to avoid negative consequences is somewhat 

effective in the short term, however it is ruinous to long term partnerships.   We need to 

create mutual goals and understand not all cities in Hennepin County has the same ability 

to respond to changes.  Some cities are small and will need help in the form of money and 

staff time, while other cities simple need a willing partner to work with.  As a leader of the 

6th largest city in the state, I understand the difference and more importantly understand 

what a good and lasting partnership is.  Design and maintenance would be two focus areas 

for me.  If there is good, sustainable design with environment at the forefront, you will have 

easier time later to drive maintenance decisions that product the outcomes we all need.     

 


