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Candidate Introduction:  
 

I’m De’Vonna Pittman and I have lived in Hennepin County for 25 years, and in New Hope, MN for 12 

years. I have been married to my husband for 20 years, and together we have four children. I am a 

small business owner, author, and community advocate. In 2017 I founded the Minnesota Black 

Authors Expo focused on reducing educational disparities. I have a Master’s degree in law enforcement 

leadership, and my undergrad is in Juvenile Criminal Justice.  

 
I am running to reduce disparities and to increase opportunities, because I believe everyone in our 
community should get the chance to thrive.  
 

I began this campaign journey in October of last year and spent the past few months reaching 

thousands of residents asking them about the issues that were important to them. I plan to continue 

listening, and putting action behind what I heard as county commissioner.  

 

I am vetted and endorsed by the Minnesota DFL, AFSCME, Teamsters, Minneapolis Regional Labor 

Federation, Women Winning, the National Organization for Women, and the DFL Veteran’s Caucus. I 

have served at Hennepin County for the past 18 years in Housing, Community, Works and Transit, 

Administration, and in Corrections. 

 

I  am ready to collaborate with the current leaders about environmental justice on the county board 

and across the state. I absolutely do plan to prioritize equitable distribution of sustainable technologies 

and client solutions. I believe when given the right tools and information, the community working 

alongside experts can help us get to the solutions we need.  
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1. The climate crisis is an urgent threat to humanity. Scientists agree we have only 10 years to save 

our planet. If elected, would you champion this effort? If so, how? 

 

Most important in this conversation is the fact that we give too much time and energy to things that 

don’t work. We need to partner with progressive youth groups such as Minnesota Youth Climate 

Strike. I invited them to listen in tonight to the candidates and hear about the views because they are 

the ones who will have to deal with the gases and pollution pumped into the air. We need to 

consistently engage them, listening to them, and incorporating their innovative ideas.  

 

As Hennepin County Commissioner I would absolutely support the county’s legislative platform and 

priorities around climate sustainability. And, by having conversations about how we reduce reliance on 

fossil fuels and allocating resources into renewable energy. This includes supporting legislation and 

policies to further the county’s goals of mitigating the impacts of climate change; protecting and 

enhancing natural environments, and promoting sustainability in county operations.  

 

Last year the county board directed staff to identify our climate vulnerabilities and the significant 

sources of greenhouse gas emissions. This is important to lay a foundation for a climate action plan. I 

will support every effort to aggressively reduce greenhouse gas emissions, especially in the 

transportation sector, which includes expanding renewable energy options, and adapting to climate 

change impacts. Hennepin County needs to have transparent conversations with those most 

vulnerable to climate impacts. Including explaining what local actions help drive climate change, and 

how we as a community will respond. 

 

2. Do you envision opportunities for Hennepin County and cities & communities to collaborate to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions while increasing green jobs and local resilience?  Please explain.  

 

I definitely think it’s an important conversation and it plays well into my goal to produce more jobs that 

realistically sustain lives. My plan to improve the county’s workforce development strategy includes 

increasing partnerships for training in green jobs and engaging youth early. We have to prepare our 

workforce for these very specialized jobs.  

 

The county’s Pathways program needs to evolve in a way that would help reduce county and city 

carbon footprints and increase resilience to already occurring climate changes. By expanding on the 

current program, we could quickly create green jobs and increase local resilience on current and future 

projects. 

The largest sources of GHG emissions within Hennepin County comes from residential and commercial 

gas and electric sources. The second largest comes from the transportation sector. While Hennepin 

County lacks land-use or zoning authority, its needs are very similar to cities within the county.  

We have to expand the generation of renewable energy sources on or near buildings, dramatically 

expand their electric vehicle fleets, and focus on building green infrastructure to manage increasing 

precipitation.  

 



Twenty-five percent of Minnesota’s greenhouse gas emissions and much of our water quality problems 

come from agriculture. The use of diverse crops, cover crops, native plants, organic nutrients, no-till 

farming, and improved grazing practices can improve soil health, reduce polluted runoff, and store 

atmospheric carbon in the soil. Yet, these practices are sorely underused. I plan to support legislation 

that helps farmers lower their carbon footprint and farm more sustainably.  

 

The water and soils unit within the Environment and Energy department will be an important resource. 

As development happens across the west metro, that team should be utilized to help protect existing 

open space by partnering with local communities, facilitating carbon sequestration through cover 

crops, the planting of trees by county foresters, and the use of biochar throughout Hennepin County. 

 

3. What is Hennepin County’s role in protecting and preserving our natural resources and  open 

space? 

The County’s natural resources are under increasing pressure from population growth, developments, 

and climate change. We have diminishing opportunities to protect, preserve, and restore open spaces - 

and it is always much more expensive to restore than it is to protect and preserve our natural 

resources.  

 

Hennepin County is the only county in the state with the duties and authorities of a Soil and Water 

Conservation District and is uniquely positioned to advocate for broader perspectives on local decisions 

to protect natural resource corridors. 

 

While lacking land use authority, Hennepin County is charged with enforcing the Wetland Conservation 

Act. As development encroaches into open spaces, the county is uniquely positioned to partner with 

cities to protect and restore wetlands across the county. As the climate continues to change and 

precipitation projections continue to increase, this role will become increasingly important to manage 

natural resources and protect downstream, urbanized areas. 

 

4.  What is Hennepin County’s role in increasing access to energy efficient, affordable housing with 

universal design and good transit access given both current homelessness and our rapidly growing 

senior population.  
 

We must reduce housing barriers and address the issue of racial disparities in our systems first. Starting 

with the egregious down payment requirements and the expungement of unlawful detainers or an 

Eviction Action as it is called today. When we first moved here that was our only warning, DO not get a 

UD. This has been a huge barrier for so many people. We need people on the board who are seriously 

concerned with how we address a system that has gridlocked the lives of residents.  
 

We are currently experiencing the effects of a pandemic. Rebounding from this will take a responsible 

leader with progressive ideals and perspectives. Many families will be impacted by COVID-19 with 

people losing their life savings, homes, vehicles, LIVES! Labor cost will be high, materials costs will be 

up, and as you guessed, salaries will be low.  
 



We have to facilitate affordable housing and transit-oriented development conversations. Now is the 

time to expand the County’s HRA to equitably respond to the imbalance between housing demand and 

the existing supply.  
 

Hennepin County has used its Regional Rail Authority to build LRT and BRT, but has not used the 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) to marshal county resources as aggressively to meet 

similarly challenging regional needs. I believe too, that has been about perspective.  
 

Retrofitting homes to achieve greater energy efficiency while incorporating universal design standards 

will help our residents if their physical capacities change and or they begin to live on a fixed income.  
 

And of course, educating homeowners and landlords about solar systems that can produce 120% of 

their electricity and allow them to benefit from net metering, which provides the capability of solar 

energy production to go into a home, and anything left after powering the house goes back into the 

grid and provides credit to the homeowner to use up on cloudy days.  
 

 This includes multifamily units where low wealth communities live. The HRA could partner with cities 

to incorporate aggressive energy efficient and universal design standards into zoning codes.  
 

Hennepin County’s role is to really understand what’s at stake here and accept the responsibility to 

make life better for a lot of people. This can only happen when we embark upon a new way of doing 

business, including listening to those most affected by the decisions we make. 

 

 

5. What are ways that Hennepin County can collaborate with cities and other jurisdictions to prepare 

our infrastructure and urban forests for our changing climate, including - bigger rain events, rising 

temperatures, freeze/thaw/ice, invasive pests, etc. One teaspoon of chloride permanently pollutes 

five gallons of water. Would you push Hennepin County to reduce the use of salt in winter 

maintenance?  

I’m still in the process of researching this and there is so much to learn, but I would push Hennepin to 

reduce the use of salt and to consider other options for melting the snow on our roads.  

I am a strong proponent of the county’s legislative platform and priorities to support legislation and 

state funding to local jurisdictions with quarantine areas for planning and response to the loss of trees 

due to invasive pests and pathogens, such as the emerald ash borer. Including ensuring that Hennepin 

receives a fair share of revenues from the Clean, Water, Land and Legacy Amendment.  
 

Hennepin County and the vast majority of cities within the county do not build green infrastructure. 

We should consider how we can enter this conversation because it will save lives and money, and it 

will inspire bold and innovative ways to work on climate change solutions in the near future.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



6. How would you advance sustainable transportation; i.e.., invest in buses, light rail, 

and transit-oriented development; complete streets, expand pedestrian and bike safety and access; 

E.V. charging infrastructure, electric busses and transition to an all-electric county fleet? 

Supporting initiatives like clean fuel programs that promote fuels that emit fewer greenhouse gases. 

Currently 15%  (133) of Metro Transit 900 buses are partially or fully battery operated. Replacing the 

remaining diesel buses would have a positive impact on the environment. Getting more of an 

increasing population into modes of transportation friendlier to the environment than cars or SUVs is a 

must. We need communities affected by the lack of transportation to join in the conversation.  
 

We have to continue to encourage bike riding and think through bike paths and how they can connect 

in the First District. We have to connect more paths from downtown to the northwest suburbs and 

create access to pathways where cars are not the number one priority.  
 

I support legislation that creates funding for rapid solar recharging stations and other renewable 

energy projects to Minnesota’s electrical infrastructure. It will require multiple strategies to continue 

the reduction of Minnesota’s greenhouse gas emissions. It will be important to create metrics for 

greenhouse gas reduction goals to road projects, and to incentivize the transportation industry to 

retire the aging and gas guzzling fleet and replacing them with more environmentally friendly electric 

vehicles. This can be accomplished through user fees, licensing fees and a carbon tax.  

 

7. Solid Waste management - How can we move toward a zero-waste future so that we can 

accelerate closing down - Hennepin County’s trash burner, in Minneapolis’ North Loop without 

adding to landfills.  

We cannot say that racism is a public health crisis without addressing HERC. I definitely believe it 

should be shut down. The process to get there will be lengthy and require a series of events to occur 

first. It won’t happen without strong support from the Hennepin County Board, and even then, it will 

take some time to get there.  

In order to close HERC, we have to recycle more and reduce waste dramatically. Thinking about how 

we continue to rollout and encourage composting will be very important. 

In the meantime we have to find a way to educate the community, because getting there will require 

their support. We’ve seen recently what can happen when we mobilize around social and 

environmental justice issues. We know there is evidence that pollution is present in our communities 

and we also know it is hazardous. HERC produces about 30 million in revenue and subsidizes work that 

happens at Hennepin. Shutting it down will have to be balanced with service cuts. Determining where 

the trash goes through updated environmental studies will be critical.  

Costs for trash haulers are pretty low compared to other options across the state, so there is definitely 

an opportunity to raise those costs. As a short term, Increasing the tipping fees from HERC that 

currently support environmental programs now can benefit us down the line. We must continue to call 

on the legislature to support this vision focused on healthier communities and holistic solutions that 

consider disadvantaged communities and their health.  

 



 

8. Hennepin County has declared that racism is a public health issue. How would you work to 

dismantle systemic racism and close the gaps in wealth, health, mobility/access, education and 

employment? 

 

Achieving racial equity across demands a collaborative approach at every step of policy making. In 
many cases, Hennepin County hasn’t done a great job with this sort of process, and I have always been 
very vocal about that. I will work collaboratively with the community, and stakeholders because I know 
diverse voices are critical to achieving positive outcomes.  
 
 The bold move to declare racism a public health crisis was uncomfortable for a lot of people, and it 
was very important because it forces us to act. It calls to action a series of steps including reviewing 
current processes and policies and figuring out where they go wrong. It forces us to look at policies 
that actually negatively affect the lives of residents and clients.  
  
The unique insight that I bring to the table will be critical in moving this work forward. I was appointed 
to the disparity reduction department 2 years ago and we identified 21 priorities that the county has 
been focused on tackling. This includes education, employment, health, housing, income, justice, and 
transportation.  
 
The new racial equity advisory committee will bring a layer of transparency and community voice we 
haven’t seen. Additionally, we have to initiate a new tradition of ensuring staff and community voice is 
built into everything we do at Hennepin County.   
 
There is an opportunity to educate the Hennepin County Board and communities about how burning 

fossil fuels and adding carbon dioxide to our footprint negatively affects our everyday lives. We have to 

establish who the culprits are and put demands on them as well. I support having transparent 

conversations with the state board and companies that are net emitters, and include perspectives from 

communities most affected. Most importantly, we have to make room to have conversations about 

how we put funding and incentives into renewable energy. 

 
I plan to work closely with staff, directors, the county administrator, and the assistant county 
administrators to ensure we get the change we need. 
 


